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Preface

If you are reading this then you are probably related to a member of the Kennedy family of Tacoma.
You may have heard that they came from Scotland. But how did they end up in Tacoma?

Also, did you know that William Kennedy left the mines of Scotland, married a widow in Illinois,
homesteaded 320 acres in South Dakota, ran for State Auditor of South Dakota on the Prohibition
Party ticket, started a Free Methodist church, and retired in the Queen Anne neighborhood of
Seattle?

Do you know the “Little House on the Prairie” books by Laura Ingalls Wilder? Laura Ingalls
Wilder’s father and her future husband Almanzo both started homesteading in South Dakota in
1879. That is the exact same year that William Kennedy started his homestead in South Dakota.
And William Kennedy was less than 100 miles away from them!

This book walks backwards in time, from 1950 back to 1860 and traces Wallace Kennedy of Tacoma
back to his ancestors in Scotland. This allows the reader to start with familiar names and slowly
dive into the unknown past. If you prefer to read in chronological order then simply start from the
last chapter.

Are you wondering about the title, “An important Situation”? It will become clear in Section 9.4.

Everything in this book is taken from original sources and newspaper articles. Unfortunately we
don’t have any written first-hand accounts. Sadly we also don’t have any photographs of William
Kennedy, nor of William and Emma together. Please let me know if you have any of those.

Do you want to see the full family tree online? Go to FamilySearch.org (it’s free) and search
for the person with ID L83D-CSV. That will take you to Wallace H. Kennedy and from there
you can browse all his ancestors. I recommend Family Search over places like Ancestry.com or
MyHeritage.com because it is free and it is a single, global tree.

The newspaper articles in this book are from newspapers.com.

If you have any information, documents or pictures that should be included here please share them
with me at johannes.grad@gmail.com or text me at (408) 250-8622.

February 26, 2026
Bellevue, WA
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Chapter 1

The 1950s - Tacoma, WA

Table 1.1: 1950 Census for Tacoma, WA. Taken April 4, 1950.

Address Name Age Seeking work Has Work Job Industry

3614 E J St Kennedy, Mabel G 54 Yes No Waitress Restaurants
—, Wallace H. 24 No No
—, Robert A. 23 No No
—, William G. 20 Cuts paper Life insurers
—, Doris M. 18 Yes No Saleswomen 10¢ store

We begin our journey in 1950. Sadly, Mabel’s husband Wallace has already passed away. In the
1950 census Mabel is listed as the head of the house, but without a job, looking for waitressing work.
Only Bill seems to be working.

1.1 The Kids are Moving Out

Lorne had already gotten married and moved out. He was working as a baker.

Doris will graduate from high school in June 1950 and get married in August that year.

Bob will graduate from College of Puget Sound’s pre-dental program in 1950 (today the school is
called University of Puget Sound). And in 1953 he would marry Ann Redkey in Seattle and start a
family of his own.
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Figure 1.1: Bob’s College graduation yearbook entry (second row, third from left), College of Puget
Sound 1950

Figure 1.2: Ann Redkey’s wedding. From left: Lucille Redkey, Ann Redkey, Mabel Kennedy
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1.2 The Korean War “Doctors Draft”
In 1950 there was a special “Doctor Draft” for medical professionals to help in the Korean war.
When Bob graduated from UW he was required to fill out a “special registration” for that draft.

Figure 1.3: Bob “Doctor Draft” Registration for Korean War, Dec 21, 1954.
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Chapter 2

The 1940s - Tacoma, WA

Table 2.1: 1940 Census for Tacoma, WA. Taken April 15, 1940. Address was 3614 E J St. House
was listed as “Owned”, value “1600”.

Name Age Education Weekly Hours Job Industry Weeks Worked

Kennedy, Wallace H. 43 C-4 42 Dentist Own office 52
—, Mabel G 44 H-3
—, Wallace H. 14 8
—, Robert A. 13 8
—, Lorne 11 6
—, William G. 10 5
—, Doris M. 8 3

Mabel was raising 5 kids in a 1000 sq-ft 3 bedroom house, while Wallace was working 52 weeks in
1939 during the great depression.
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Figure 2.1: Wallace, Mabel and the kids, early 1940s. From left: Wallace, Marilyn, Lorne, Bill,
Mabel, Bob, Wally

2.1 Death of Wallace’s Mother Emma (1940)

Wallace’s mother Emma lived till age 90 and passed away on December 10, 1940. It is hard to
imagine what her live must have been like. She had two husbands and gave birth to 13 children.
Her first child was born when she was 16, and her last child, Wallace, when she was 47.

She rests at Mount Pleasant cemetery in Seattle, in a grave with her mother Samantha and her
husband William.

The cemetery is still in operation and can be visited. The address is Queen Anne, 700 W Raye St,
Seattle, WA 98119. The exact GPS location of the graves can be found on findagrave.com.



2.2. DEATH OF WALLACE (1943) 9

Figure 2.2: Obituary for Emma Kennedy, Wallace’s mother - Seattle Times, December 11 1940

Figure 2.3: Kennedy grave site at Mount Pleasant cemetery in the Queen Anne neighborhood of
Seattle. Resting here are William, Emma and her mother Samantha.

2.2 Death of Wallace (1943)
The 1940 census was the last time husband Wallace would be listed. Sadly he would pass away in
1943 some time after he had a stroke. He had travelled to Grants Pass Oregon, where his sister
lived, and passed away 32 days after arriving there. He also rests at Mount Pleasant cemetery in
Seattle, a few rows away from the grave of his parents.

The cause of death is described on the death certificate:
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Bronchial pneumonia (terminal)
Nephritis [inflammation of the kidneys]
Encephalitis due to cerebral hemorrhage [inflammation of the brain due to a brain
bleed (stroke)]

Figure 2.4: Obituary for Wallace, Dec 15, 1943 - News Tribune, Dec 15, 1943 Page 12

Figure 2.5: Oregon death certificate for Wallace, Dec 12, 1943
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Figure 2.6: Wallace H. Kennedy grave site at Mount Pleasent Cemetery Seattle

2.3 High School Years

The kids attended Lincoln High School in Tacoma.

• For Wally I could only find yearbook entry for his Sophomore year in 1942. He was enlisted
in the war in December 1943, before he could finish his senior year.

• Bob entered the Navy in January 1945 but is listed with the 1945 senior class in the yearbook.
There is one more picture of him with the “Stage Crew” club.

• Lorne graduated in 1947

• Bill graduated in 1948

• Doris graduated in 1950
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Figure 2.7: Wally as a Sophomore in the Lincoln High School 1942 yearbook (Front row, third
from left)

Figure 2.8: Bob’s High School graduation yearbook entry, Tacoma Lincoln High School 1945



2.3. HIGH SCHOOL YEARS 13

Figure 2.9: Bob’s High School “Stage Crew”, Tacoma Lincoln High School 1945

Figure 2.10: Lorne’s High School graduation yearbook entry, Tacoma Lincoln High School 1947
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Figure 2.11: Bill’s High School graduation yearbook entry, Tacoma Lincoln High School 1947

Figure 2.12: Marilyn’s High School graduation yearbook entry (second from left), Tacoma Lincoln
High School 1950

2.4 World War II

Wally was enlisted on Dec. 11, 1943, the day before his father passed away. According to his army
record he had only completed 3 years of High School. Wally later stated on his 1948 draft card that
he served in the army from Jan 3, 1944 - May 18, 1946. He came under enemy fire in Europe on
February 24, 1945. He suffered shrapnel wounds in the shoulder, leg and wrist. According to his
1948 draft card he was a member of the 102nd Infantry Division (the “Ozarks”). According to the
internet the day before he was injured the 102nd crossed the Roer river in northern Germany and
was approaching Mönchengladbach.

Bob served in the Navy from Jan 3, 1945 - May 17, 1946. He joined during his senior year in
High School. This is also stated on his yearbook entry. For unknown reasons he did not fill out his
registration card until June 1946. He was an excellent typist and was assigned to Ream Field in San
Diego according to his Korean war registration card.
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Figure 2.13: The Tacoma newspaper featuring Wally and Bob on April 1, 1945 - Tacoma News
Tribune

Figure 2.14: Newspaper report of Wally being wounded in Europe, March 30 1945 - Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, Friday, Mar 30, 1945
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Figure 2.15: Newspaper report of Bob joining the Navy - Tacoma News Tribune, Jan 17 1945

2.5 World War II Draft Registration

Even at age 44 husband Wallace had to fill out a draft registration for WWII, after he had already
been drafted for WWI. He was born in April 1897, and the cut-off was February 1897. On his
draft card he lists an employer, so maybe at the time he did not have his own private practice. The
employer is given as “Dr. L. Whetsone” and the address as “302 So. 13th, Tacoma”. This probably
refers to “Dr. L. S. Whetstone”, a prominent dentist in Tacoma at the time who frequently took
out large advertisements in the newspaper. His address in the newspaper is given as “13th and
Broadway, across from Sears, Roebuck”, which matches the address that Wallace had listed.

Lorne registered in June 1946, one day after after turning 18, while a student at Lincoln High. He
was required to register because the mandatory draft order was in place until early 1947.

Bill turned 18 after the draft ended, so we don’t have a card for him.



2.5. WORLD WAR II DRAFT REGISTRATION 17

Figure 2.16: Wallace, father of Wally, Bob, Lorne and Bill, Draft Registration, February 14, 1941.
At age 44 he was drafted again, he had already been drafted for WWI.

Figure 2.17: Wally Draft Registration, February 11, 1943. Employer listed as Hooker Chemical Co.
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Figure 2.18: Lorne Draft Registration, June 3, 1946

Figure 2.19: Bob Draft Registration, June 5, 1946. He had already joined the Navy in January 1945
and seems to have registered after the fact.
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Figure 2.20: Newspaper advertisement for Dr. Whetstone. He was listed as the employer on
Wallace’s 1941 draft card. The Tacoma News Tribune, May 12, 1943, Page 4

2.6 Cold War Draft of 1948
In the summer of 1948 the cold war led the government to start a special peace-time draft. In
Tacoma, all men between the ages of 18 and 25 had to register at the Tacoma armory. The draft
was by year of birth, and all of Mabel’s sons fell squarly into that age range.

Year of Birth Days to register Mabel’s Son

1924 Sept. 2-3, 1948
1925 Sept. 4-7, 1948 Wally
1926 Sept. 8-9, 1948 Bob
1927 Sept. 10-11, 1948
1928 Sept. 13-14, 1948 Lorne
1929 Sept. 15-16, 1948 Bill

Here is a Tacoma News Tribune frontpage newspaper article from Tuesday, August 1948 recaping
the details of the draft:
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Figure 2.21: Announcement of the 1948 draft in the Tacoma News Tribune, August 31, 1948,
Frontpage
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Figure 2.22: Wally 1948 draft registration card with details on his army service, Sept. 4, 1948

Figure 2.23: Bob 1948 draft registration card with details on his 1945 service, Sept. 9, 1948
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Figure 2.24: Lorne 1948 draft registration card, Sept. 13, 1948

Figure 2.25: Bill 1948 draft registration card, Sept. 14, 1948



Chapter 3

The 1930s - Seattle, WA

Table 3.1: 1930 Census for Seattle, WA. Taken April 10, 1930. Address was 2023 2nd Ave N.
House was listed as “Rented”, monthly rent “$20”.

Name Age Born Father Mother
Occupa-
tion Industry

Kennedy, Wallace
H.

32 S. Dakota Scotland United
States

Dentist Own
office

—, Mabel G 33 WA Vermont Austria none
—, Wallace H. 4 WA S Dakota WA none
—, Robert A. 3 WA S Dakota WA none
—, Lorne 1 WA S Dakota WA none
—, William G. 9/12 WA S Dakota WA none

In 1930 the family still lived in the Queen Anne neighborhood of Seattle, presumably because many
of Wallce’s family members lived there.

Marilyn had not yet been born, so there were only the 4 boys. Wally was the oldest at 4 and Bill the
youngest at 9 months.

According to Redfin the house is 1,410 sq ft, 2 bd, 1 ba and was built in 1905.
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Figure 3.1: Streetview image of Wallace and Mabel’s 1930 Seattle rental, 2023 2nd Ave N.
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Figure 3.2: The Kennedy kids, ca. early 1930s

3.1 Wallace and Mabel Buy Their Tacoma Home

Wallace’s mother Emma already lived in Tacoma in 1930, according to the 1930 census. That
might be one reason why they decided to move there.

Wallace and Mabel closed on their Tacoma home on October 14, 1937 as can be seen from the
recorded deed.

According to Redfin the house is 1,080 sq ft, 3 bd, 1 ba and was built in 1907.
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Figure 3.3: Streetview image of Wallace and Mabel’s Tacoma house, 3614 E J Street

The legal description on the deed matches the modern description of 3614 East J Street, which is
“McKinley Park Addition Lots 7 & 8 Block 16”.

Interestingly, the deed is a Quit Claim Deed, not a Warranty Deed as one would expect for a typical
home sale. This could indicate that the previous owner Seifert was in danger of losing the home and
Wallace and Mabel took over the home and its mortgage from them “as is”.

Unfortunately it seems that Wallace and Mabel were also at risk of losing the house. During the
great depression Wallace probably had steady work, but many clients were probably unable to pay
on time, or tried to barter instead of paying cash. We can find a mortgage extension document from
the “Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC)”, which was a 1933 New Deal government agency
created to help people keep their homes. The HOLC stepped in and refinanced their mortgage to a
monthly payment of just $10. This was half as much as they paid in rent in Seattle in the 1920s.

This mortgage extension document was recorded on May 9, 1938. The recording date appears to
be much later than the actual document. The new mortgage must have been negotiated in 1937
already because the new, lower, payments started in January 1938.

The mortgage extension agreement copy is pretty hard to read. As best as I can tell, the new terms
were:

The sum of EIGHTHUNDREDFIFTY FOURAND69/100ths ($854.69) DOLLARS
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owing on said obligation as of the date of this instrument shall be paid in installments of
TEN AND NO/100ths ($10.00) DOLLARS or more, per month. This first installment
shall be due and payable on the 25th day of January, 1938, and thereafter the installment
shall be due and payable on the 25th day of each month until said indebtedment is paid
in full.

The entire unpaid balance of such obligation (including as such delinquent and unpaid
interest) shall bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent per annum.

As we now know the plan worked and they were able to keep the house. Mabel kept ownership until
she passed away in 1984 and Wally inherited it.

Figure 3.4: Index entry of deed for Wallace and Mabel, October 15, 1937. Pierce County Grantee
index, Page 15 1936-1939 KA-KN

Figure 3.5: Index entry for a mortgage extension for Wallace and Mabel, May 9, 1938. Pierce
County Grantee index, Page 15 1936-1939 KA-KN
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Figure 3.6: Page 1 of the 1937 deed forWallace andMabel’s Tacoma house (Pierce County Auditor’s
Office)
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Figure 3.7: Page 2 of the 1937 deed forWallace andMabel’s Tacoma house (Pierce County Auditor’s
Office)
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Figure 3.8: Page 1 of the HOLC mortgage relief extension (Pierce County Auditor’s Office)
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Figure 3.9: Page 2 of the HOLC mortgage relief extension (Pierce County Auditor’s Office)
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Chapter 4

The 1920s - Seattle, WA

Table 4.1: 1920 Census for Seattle, WA. Taken January 10, 1920. Address was 2102 1st West.
House was listed as “Owned”, with a mortgage.

Name Relation Age Occupation Industry

Kennedy, Emma Head 69 none
—, Wallace H. Son 22 Clerk City-Lighting
—, Clarence Son 30 Cashier Steamship Company

Here we are in 1920, still in the Queen Anne neighborhood. Wallace lives with his mother Emma
and one of his older brothers. His father William had died just a year ealier in 1919. They own the
house, but it has a mortgage (this will become interesting in 1910).

According to Redfin the house was built in 1902. These days it is a duplex, each unit has 2 br.
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Figure 4.1: Streetview image of Emma’s Seattle house, 2102 1st Ave W.

Figure 4.2: Wallace’s mother Emma (according to Janey)

4.1 Getting Married
Wallace and Mabel were married on Sept 28, 1924. The witnesses were Emma Kennedy, Wallace’s
mother and Myrtle Beier, Mabel’s sister. Interestingly, Wallace’s county was listed as “Portland,
Ore” because he was already in dental school. At the time there was no dental school in Seattle, you
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had to go to Portland. They got the marriage license one day earlier, on the 27th. At the time there
was no 3-day waiting period.

(a) Wallace (b) Mabel

Figure 4.3: Wallace and Mabel in their younger years

(a) Seattle Star, Sept. 29, 1924, page 13

(b) King County Marriage License Index

Figure 4.4: Marriage of Wallace and Mabel
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Figure 4.5: Wallace and Mabel’s King County Marriage Certificate, Sept. 28, 1924

4.2 The Kids Arrive

While Wallace was still away in Oregon in dental school Wally arrived on Aug 11, 1925. Bob was
born in 1926, just after Wallace passed the state board and got his license.

When Loren was born they couldn’t decide between “Lorne” and “Grant”. The birth certificate
was changed multiple times. This seemed to cause so much confusion that both names ended up in
the county birth register.
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(a) Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Aug. 27 1925

(b) Seattle Star, Jan 8, 1927

Figure 4.6: Birth announcements for Wally and Bob
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Figure 4.7: Fictious entry for Grant Maurice in the King County birth register. They couldn’t
decide between Lorne and Grant on the birth certificate and confused the clerk.

Figure 4.8: The 4 Kennedy boys, ca. 1930

4.3 Wallace Becomes a Dentist
In 1926 Wallace passes the state board to become a dentist in Washington. According to the
newspaper, he was one of 20 Seattle dentists to pass the exam.

In 1920 he was still working for City-Lighting, according to the census. His appliction says he spent
4 1/2 years in dental school. So he must have enrolled around 1921 or 1922.

At the time there was no dental school in all of Washington. The UW School of Dentistry wasn’t
established until 1945. The closest dental school was “North Pacific College” in Portland. In 1945
it merged into University of Oregon Medical School.
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Figure 4.9: North Pacific College Dental School in Portland, ca. 1911

Figure 4.10: Wallace passes the state board exam, Seattle Union Record June 30, 1926
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Figure 4.11: North Pacific College 1914 from Wikipedia
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(a) Cover
(b) Page with entry for Wallace

Figure 4.12: North Pacific College Announcements of Graduates 1926-1927
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Figure 4.13: Wallace Dentist License Application, May 1926



Chapter 5

The 1910s - Seattle, WA

5.1 The 1910 Census

Here the census entry for Wallace and his parents. Interesting tidbits: William and Emma stated that
they had been married for 35 years. It was his first, and her second marriage. William stated that he
arrived in the US in 1873 and is a naturalized citizen. They owned the house without mortgage.

Table 5.1: 1910 Census for Seattle, WA. Taken April 15, 1910. Address was 113 Lynn. House was
listed as “Owned” and “free” (without mortgage).

Name Relation Age Occupation In School

Kennedy, William Head 58 Retired
—, Emma Wife 59 none
—, Jean Daugher 22 none
—, Clarence Son 20 none Yes
—, Wallace Son 13 none Yes
Clark, Anna Niece 16 none Yes
—, Clarence Nephew 13 none Yes
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Figure 5.1: William and Emma’s house at 113 Lynn in Seattle.

William’s oldest son Alex was already married and living nearby in a house of his own at 312 Lynn.
That house was also owned without mortgage. Here is his census entry.

Table 5.2: 1910 Census for Seattle, WA. Taken April 19, 1910. Address was 312 Lynn. House was
listed as “Owned” and “free” (without mortgage).

Name Relation Age Occupation Industry

Kennedy, Alexander Head 34 Book keeper Ice Co.
—, Anna G. Wife 30 none
—, William G. Son 3 none

William’s son George W. was also married and living in his own house nearby at 113 McGraw St.
That house was also owned without mortgage. His occupation and industry matches his brother
Alex, so they must have both been working at the Seattle Ice Company. They did not have kids,
instead there were 2 boarders living with them according to the census. Here is his census entry.



5.1. THE 1910 CENSUS 45

Table 5.3: 1910 Census for Seattle, WA. Taken April 15, 1910. Address was 113 McGraw. House
was listed as “Owned” and “free” (without mortgage).

Name Relation Age Occupation Industry

Kennedy, George W. Head 27 Book keeper Ice Co.
—, Bertha Wife 26 none
Fouler, William Boarder 9 none
Hotchman, L.W. Boarder 22 Laborer Building

William’s house was built in 1907 according to Redfin and Alex’s and George’s houses each in 1909.
So it is likely that all three were the original owners.

Figure 5.2: Map showing the 1910 locations in Queen Anne, Seattle
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5.2 William and Emma’s Children
The Kennedy family seems to have done very well in South Dakota and moved to Seattle between
1905 and 1910.

William, and his sons Alex (born 1875) and George (born 1883) own big houses in the Queen Anne
neighborhood without mortgage, according to the census. Below a summary of their nine surving
children:

1. Alex (born 1875) had married Geraldine in South Dakota in 1902. In 1910 they own the
house at 312 Lynn in Queen Anne. He died in Seattle in 1938.

2. William (born 1879) had not moved with Emma and William to Seattle. By 1910 he was
married and had a daughter in Jerauld county South Dakota.

3. Herbert (born 1881) had also not moved with Emma and William to Seattle. He had already
left the nest in 1900 and was “working for his board” in South Dakota. By 1910 he was
married with two children in South Dakota. He also lived in Jerauld county South Dakota,
close to William.

4. George (born 1883) had married Bertha Starkey in Jerauld county South Dakota in 1908. We
might assume they were originally living near William and Herbert. Possibly they changed
their mind about South Dakota and decided to follow William and Emma to Seattle. Sadly,
Bertha died in 1927 and George moved to Hemet, CA.

5. Susan (born 1887) married Hunter Heath in Spokane in 1916. Her marriage certificate gives
her occupation as “Nurse”. They also moved to Hemet, CA.

6. John (born 1892) married Elvina Johnson in 1914. He died in 1957.

7. Jean (born 1888) married Charles Hoffer in 1910. They moved to Grants Pass, Oregon. She
is the sister who Wallace would visit just before he passed away.

8. Clarance (born 1889) married Agnes Bayersdorff in 1921 in Mt. Vernon. Sadly he died in
1933.

9. Wallace (born 1897) was the youngest and would marry Mabel and live in Tacoma.

5.3 Emma’s Grand Children Anna and Clarance
From the 1910 census we see that Anna and Clarance Clark are living with William and Emma.
These are Emma’s grand children of her daughter Caroline from her first marriage.

At age 14 Emma had already gotten married to a James Glasscock in Missouri (in fact only 2 days
after her 14th birthday). They had 2 children: Rebecca and Caroline. Caroline’s children Anna
and Clarance were living in 1900 with their widowed father Henry in South Dakota near Emma
and William. It seems the father and 2 children moved with Emma and William to Seattle.

It is not clear why Henry is not listed on the 1910 census together with his children. Maybe he was
boarding elsewhere in the city. He is listed as Clarance’s nearest relative on his 1918 WWI draft
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registration. And Clarance gives his father’s address as 113 Lynn, which was William’s house. So
the father of Anna and Clarance must have remained close to Emma and William.

Susan Belle Kennedy
Death 6/10/1976
Hemet, Riverside, California, United States

John Edward Kennedy
Birth 3/8/1892

Parkston, Hutchinson, South Dakota, United States
Death 8/16/1957

William Kennedy
Birth 10/26/1851

Lanarkshire, Scotland, United Kingdom
Death 6/13/1919

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Anna Bell Clark
Birth 6/30/1894

Hutchinson, South Dakota, United States
Death 6/23/1964
Nanton, MD of Willow Creek No. 26, Alberta, Canada

Herbert Ellsworth Kennedy
Birth 7/24/1881
Parkston, Hutchinson, Dakota Territory, United States
Death 1/1/1952

Tacoma, Pierce, Washington, United States

Bertha Starkey 
Birth 6/9/1883

South Dakota, United States
Death 4/29/1927

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Dr Wallace Henry Kennedy
Birth 4/4/1897

Hutchinson, South Dakota, United States
Death 12/12/1943

Grants Pass, Josephine, Oregon, United States

Henry Clark
Birth about April 1862

Illinois, United States
Death

William Frank Kennedy
Birth 10/9/1879
Parkston, Hutchinson, Dakota Territory, United States
Death 11/16/1969

Caroline "Carrie" Glasscock
Birth about 1871

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death from 1896 to 1900

Annie Geraldine Heath
Birth 2/11/1880

Gardner, Cass, North Dakota, United States
Death 6/4/1953

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Emma Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1850

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 12/10/1940

Tacoma, Pierce, Washington, United States

Samantha Manwaring
Birth 10/22/1821

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 4/7/1909

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

James W Glasscock
Birth about 1840

Saverton, Ralls, Missouri, United States
Death

Clarence Wilbur Clark
Birth 6/6/1896

Sheldon, Iroquois, Illinois, United States
Death 11/20/1975

Pierce, Washington, United States

George Washington Kennedy
Birth 1/8/1883
Parkston, Hutchinson, Dakota Territory, United States
Death 4/25/1978

Hemet, Riverside, California, United States

Jean Mae Kennedy
Birth 10/25/1888
Parkston, Hutchinson, Dakota Territory, United States
Death 1/9/1970

Los Angeles, California, United States

Clarence Wilbur Kennedy
Birth 12/14/1889

Parkston, Hutchinson, South Dakota, United States
Death 8/3/1933

Alexander M Kennedy
Birth 9/19/1875

Belleville, St. Clair, Illinois, United States
Death 2/16/1938

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Figure 5.3: Family Tree of the Kennedy’s in Seattle illustrating the 1910 census. Blue shows head of
household, Pink shows members of a household. Persons in white are not living in Seattle and are
shown only to highlight family relationships.
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5.4 Seattle in 1910

Here we are in 1910 and Seattle is booming. The population almost doubled between 1900 and
1910. Seattle in 1910 looked very different from today: there were lots of hills downtown that were
literally “washed away”. The Montlake cut, which connects Lake Washington with Lake Union
and Puget Sound had not been built yet.

Figure 5.4: Image of the Denny Regrade in Seattle 1910. In the distance on the hill is Queen Anne
high school where Wallace would graduate in 1917. Entire hills were washed away into Puget sound
between 1908-1911.

5.5 Wallace at Queen Anne High School

Wallace attended Queen Anne High School and graduated in 1917. The school had only opened
in 1908, so it was less than 10 years old when he graduated. From its location at the top of Queen
Anne hill one has a marvelous view over the downtown area. In 1981 the school closed because of
low enrollment and was converted to condos. Wallace’s picture can be found in the 1917 yearbook.
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Figure 5.5: Wallace’s Senior picture in Queen Anne yearbook 1917
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5.6 World War I

Wallace was drafted for World War I on June 5, 1918 at age 21. It is unknown if he served in the
military, but there are no records to be found on Fold3.

His registration card lists his employer as “City Light Department” and his place of employment as
“City Hall”. He was still living at home with his parents at 113 Lynn St.

He gives his father’s birthplace as “Brocksburn Scotland, Gr. Br.”. This is a crucial detail that will
help us link his father William to his family back in Scotland later.

Figure 5.6: Wallace’s draft registration for WWI (June 5, 1918)

Emma’s grand child Clarance was drafted the same day, June 5, 1918, and also aged 21. (Clarance
and Wallace were the same age. Clarance was Emma’s grand child from her first marriage, while
Wallace was her last child with William.)

Clarance’s employer is “Seattle Construction and Drydock Company”, a major ship builder on
Elliot bay. He gives is father as his nearest relative, and his address as the house of Emma and
William. We don’t know if Clarence’s father really lived there, or that just means that Emma would
be able to locate him if needed.
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Figure 5.7: Clarance Clark’s draft registration for WWI (June 5, 1918)

We have a registration card for Wallace’s brother William who was married in South Dakota. But
his card does not have any information about his parents.

5.7 Death of William Kennedy (1919)
Wallace’s father William passed away on June 13, 1919. Unfortunately his obituary is rather short
and does not reveal anything about his life. According to his death certificate he died of to stomach
cancer. One can imagine that settlers must have eaten large quantities of smoked, cured or salted
foods during the long winters on the prairie. That led to stomach cancer being the leading cause of
cancer in the early 20th century.

William rests at Mount Pleasant cemetery together with his wife Emma and her mother Samantha.

Figure 5.8: William Kennedy’s obituary - Seattle Daily Times, June 14, 1919
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Figure 5.9: William’s death certificate

Figure 5.10: Kennedy grave site at Mount Pleasant cemetery in the Queen Anne neighborhood of
Seattle. Resting here are William, Emma and her mother Samantha.



Chapter 6

The 1900s - Wessington Springs, SD

Figure 6.1: Wessington Springs around 1904. F. Peterson Historical Atlas of South Dakota 1904

6.1 The 1905 South Dakota Census
We will deviate a little bit from our approach here. The Kennedys moved in the fall of 1900 to
Wessington Springs, South Dakota. The 1900 census was taken just before they moved and showed
them still at their previous location. So we will cover the 1900 census in the next chapter. We will
dedicate this chapter to their time in Wessington Springs and the move to Seattle.

In 1905 there was a special census just in South Dakota. The government wanted to track how
settlement of the west was progressing. It shows Emma and William’s family living in Wessington
Springs, South Dakota.

The census was taken on index cards. Here are their census responses combined into one table:
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Table 6.1: 1905 South Dakota Census, Summary of Kennedy Family Index Cards

Name Age Occupation Birth Years in SD

Kennedy, William 54 Retired Farmer Scotland 26
—, Emma 55 Housewife MO 26
—, Alexander 27 Teacher IL 25
—, Herbert 24 Cook SD 24
—, George 22 Student SD 22
—, Susan 18 Student SD 18
—, Jean 16 Student SD 16
—, Clarance 14 Student SD 14
—, John 13 Student SD 13
—, Wallace 8 Student SD 8

All family members listed Wessington Springs, Jerauld County, South Dakota as their location.

Their 9th child, William, was living on his own farm already, although the exact location is hard to
read.

Table 6.2: 1905 South Dakota Census, William Kennedy, son of Emma and William

Name Age Occupation Birth Years in SD

Kennedy, William 26 Farmer SD 26

6.2 Retirement in Wessington Springs

Why didWilliam and Emma leave their farm and retire inWessington Springs? PossiblyWilliam and
Emma were drawn to Wessington Springs because of education for their children. The Wessington
Springs Seminary was founded there in 1887 and later renamed Wessington Springs Junior College.
It was affiliated with the Free Methodist Church. The public schools at the time maybe only covered
grades 1-8. Most of their children were old enough at the time that they might have been too old for
the public school. So the seminary would have been ideal, because it offered a 4 year high school
program as we know it today. Also, the time of their move seems to coincide with the railroad
coming to Wessington Springs in 1903. Below is a description of Wessington Springs from 1904
which makes a compelling case for moving there.
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Figure 6.2: Description of Wessington Springs around 1904. F. Peterson Historical Atlas of South
Dakota 1904

6.3 Buying the Hardware Store in Wessington Springs

In 1900 there are two sources reporting that William Kennedy purchased a hardware store from O.
O. England. This also confirms that they moved to Wessington Springs from Parkston in the fall of
1900. Parkston, SD was the nearest town to their homestead.

But already in 1902 William sold the store again to W. H. Sutton. He bought it in November 1900
and sold it in January 1902. So he only had it a little over 1 year.

Figure 6.3: 1900: William Kennedy buys the Hardware store in Wessington Springs - Hardware,
Dec 10. 1900 Page 44

Figure 6.4: 1900: William Kennedy buys the Hardware store in Wessington Springs - The History
of Jerauld County



56 CHAPTER 6. THE 1900S - WESSINGTON SPRINGS, SD

Figure 6.5: 1902: William Kennedy sells the Hardware store in Wessington Springs - The History
of Jerauld County

6.4 Farming in Wessington Springs
Even after they moved to Wessington Springs William seems to have been active in either farming
or dealing with farm land.

There is a newspaper report in 1905 that mentions a large flax field of 100 acres owned by William
Kennedy. The expected harvest could be worth quite a bit of money. The size and value of the
crop might be the reason why the newspaper decided to report on it.

Figure 6.6: William Kennedy has a large flax field - Argus-Leader Jul 19, 1905

On May 10, 1904 we see an advertisement by William for a 600 acre farm and 320 acres of land.
Possibly the 320 acres might refer to his origianal homestead in Hutchinson county which was two
claims of 160 acres. This ad ran for multiple consecutive weeks.

By July 23 the text had been changed. Now his ad only listed 480 acres of land in Jerauld county.
So maybe that means he sold his Hutchinson county land between May and July 1904?
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Figure 6.7: William Kennedy advertising farm land for sale - The Free Methodist Chicago May 10,
1904

Figure 6.8: William Kennedy advertising farm land for sale - The Free Methodist Chicago July 23,
1904

6.5 Running for State Auditor
William Kennedy ran for State Auditor of South Dakota in the 1904 election. He was a member
of the Prohibition Party. Many newspapers in the state reported the list of candidates, including
William Kennedy. His location is given as Wessington Springs so we can be reasonably sure it is
him.

He did not get elected, the candidate of the Republican party won by a wide margin. Unfortunately
he did not even carry his home county.

Total election results, William Kennedy came in 4th out of 5:

1. J. F. Halladay (Republican): 69,064
2. M. M. Bennet (Democrat): 23,539
3. John Clancy (Socialist): 2,932
4. William Kennedy (Prohibition): 2,865
5. Charley Lowe (People’s): 1,121

Election results in Jerauld County (where William Kennedy lived), William Kennedy came in 3rd
out of 5:

1. J. F. Halladay (Republican): 554
2. M. M. Bennet (Democrat): 148
3. William Kennedy (Prohibition): 37
4. John Clancy (Socialist): 25
5. Charley Lowe (People’s): 62

It is also interesting to add up the total number of votes. In all of Jerauld county only 826 votes were
cast.
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Figure 6.9: William Kennedy (row 10) is the nominee for State Auditor for the Prohibition Party in
1904 - Reporter and Farmer Newspaper, October 27, 1904 Page 3

Figure 6.10: William Kennedy is the nominee for State Auditor for the Prohibition Party in 1904 -
The Daily Deadwood Pioneer Nov 8, 1904, Page 7
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Figure 6.11: Election Results for State Auditor South Dakota 1904, William Kennedy’s results are
in the left-most column, South Dakota Secretary of State sdsos.gov
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6.6 Prohibition and Temperance

Both William and Emma seem to have been active in the Prohibition movement against alcohol.
The fight for prohibition culminated in 1919 with ratification of the 18th Amendment. Prohibition
was not repealed until 1933 with the 21st Amendment.

William was a member of the Prohibition Party and as we saw earlier ran for state wide office. We
can also find a letter of his that was published in the Argus-Leader newspaper in 1903. William is
described as “a real estate dealer of Wessington Springs”. His letter is in favor of the anti-canteen
law, which prohibited the sale of alcohol on military posts. It was passed in 1901 and by 1903 there
was criticism that too many soldiers were buying alcohol off-site.

This might be the only text we hope to find that was written by William Kenendy himself. The
newspaper image is a little hard to read, so here is the full text.

MR. KENNEDY’S PROTEST

Mr. William Kennedy a real estate dealer of Wessington Springs, and, as judged by
this letter a man of evident sincerity, and deep convictions writes the Argus-Leader in
protest against the proposed repeal of the anti-canteen law. Mr. Kennedy writes:

“To the Editor of the Argus-Leader: I notice in a recent issue of the Argus-Leader an
article encouraging the restoration of the army canteen, and I hereby enter the protest
which you expected: of course you expected it, and thank God there are a few people
left yet to protest and denounce the ungodly, hellish, souldestroying traffic. I read where
large corporations are prohibiting the use of intoxicants either on or of [sic] duty and
where the drinking of one glass subjects them to discharge. Isn’t that aweful to take away
their liberty that way? But of course the poor soldier must be provided with his whiskey
even if it does unfit him for duty and wreck his life and damn his soul. Mr. Editor, I
would hate to advocate the use of anything on which God has pronounced a curse; and
He says: ‘Woe unto him who putteth the bottle to his neighbors lips.’ God has said
that no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of heaven and yet you advocate that this
government shall legalize a business that destroys men [sic] soul and body and banishes
them for ever from the prescence of God. You cannot afford, Mr. Editor, to advocate a
business that destroy’s men’s souls and bodies. I beg of you to consider these few lines
and take your position as God would have you.”

The Argus-Leader prints this letter because it is [sic] expresses in a very vigorous way
the honest opinion of a man who has deep convictions and who though he does a great
injustice to the Argus-Leader and all of those who believe the present anti-canteen law
is a mistake, is yet entitled to be heard.
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Figure 6.12: A letter in favor of prohibition by William Kennedy - The Argus-Leader, Nov 11 1903
Page 10

Emma appears to have been a member of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU).
The Mitchell newspaper reported that she attended a WCTU convention in Sioux Falls in 1905.
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Figure 6.13: Emma Kennedy attending WCTU Convention in Sioux Falls 1905 - The Mitchell
Capital Sept 22, 1905 Page 6

6.7 The Free Methodist Church

William was involved in the founding of the First Free Methodist church in Wessington Springs in
1901. The Argus-Leader reported that he was one of the trustees listed on the articles of incorporation.
A book on the history of Jerauld county confirms this.
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Figure 6.14: William Kennedy listed in the incorporation of the First Free Methodist church in
Wessington Springs - The Argus-Leader March 13, 1901 Page 7

Figure 6.15: William Kennedy helped found the First Free Methodist church in Wessington Springs
- The History of Jerauld county 1909-1963

Emma was a member of the FreeMethodist Church’s Woman’s ForeignMissionary Society (WFMS).
According to the weekly “Free Methodist Chicago” newspaper she was elected district president in
1904.
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Figure 6.16: Emma Kennedy elected district president of the WFMS in 1904 - The Free Methodist
Chicago July 26, 1904

6.8 The Wessington Springs Seminary

We have records of several of William and Emma’s children graduating from Wessington Springs
Seminary.

• Alex: June 12, 1901 (and also his future wife Geraldine Heath)
• George: June 6, 1906
• Susan: June 6, 1907

Figure 6.17: Alex’s Wessington Springs Seminary Graduation 1901 - The History of Jerauld County
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Figure 6.18: George’s Wessington Springs Seminary Graduation 1906 - The History of Jerauld
County

Figure 6.19: Susan’s Wessington Springs Seminary Graduation 1907 - The History of Jerauld
County

6.9 Wessington Springs Public Schools

According to Alex’s biography from 1927 he was principal of the public school from 1900 to 1905.

There is also a newspaper article from 1904 about his wife possibly as a substitute teacher in the
public school.

Figure 6.20: Alex Kennedy in Who’s Who in Washington State, Vol.1 1927
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Figure 6.21: Alexander’s wife a substitute teacher - The Daily Argus-Leader, Saturday, February
06, 1904

6.10 Moving to Seattle
In 1908 William Kennedy obtained the deed to his house in Seattle. And in 1907 Susan graduated
from the Seminary. So we might assume they moved between 1907 and 1908 from Wessington
Springs to Seattle.

We can only speculate why they came to Seattle. Alexander had married Geraldine Heath. Her
parents had already moved from North Dakota to Seattle’s Queen Anne neighborhood. Maybe
Geraldine wanted to be close to her parents and convinced Alex and his family to move.

Or maybe the quest for education for their children brought them to Seattle. Queen Anne high
school opened in 1908. Emma and William had 4 more kids to put through High School. Maybe
the free, new, big, beautiful 4-year public High School appealed to them.

The climate might also have been a factor. At this point they had endured over 25 South Dakota
winters. The mild weather of the Pacific Northwest would have been a welcome change.

Below we see an image of the deed for 113 Lynn Street in Seattle. It is dated April 1st, 1908. The
seller was David Foote. Below is a transcription of the deed:
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David Foote

to

William Kennedy

State of Washington

Statute Forms

The Grantor David Foote a bachelor of the the City of Seattle, King County, State
of Washington For and in consideration of sixty eight hundred Dollars ($6800) in
hand paid conveys and warrants to William Kennedy of the same place the following
described Real Estate situated in the County of King State of Washington

The West forty (40) feet of Lots six (6) and seven (7) in Block forty eight (48) Bigelow’s
Addition to the City of Seattle King County. State of Washington.

Dated this First day of April 1908.

David Foote (seal)

State of Washington

County of King

I, F. J. Foster a Notary Public do hereby certify that on this First day of April 1908
personally appeared before me David Foote a bachelor to me known to be the individual
described in and who excecuted the within instrument and acknowledged that they
signed and sealed the same as his free and voluntary act and deed for the uses and
purposes therein mentioned.

Given under my hand and official seal this 1st day of April A. D. 1908.

F. J. Foster

Notary Public in and for the state of Washington Residing at Seattle.

Filed for record at request of Robert A. Devers Apr 3, 1908 at 31 min past 8 AM.

County Auditory

The description in the deed matches the modern legal description of 113 Lynn at the King County
Department of Assessments: “BIGELOWS ADD W 40 FT, PLat Block: 48, Plat Lot: 6-7”.
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Figure 6.22: Deed for 113 Lynn Street, Seattle - Transferred to William Kennedy on April 1, 1908

6.11 Death of Emma’s mother Samantha (1909)
Emma’s mother Samantha passed away on April 7, 1909 in Seattle at age 87. The address is given
as 113 Lynn, which was William and Emma’s house. So we can assume that Samantha eventually
joined them in Seattle after living in South Dakota. But we don’t know if she lived there permanently
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of was just visiting.

She rests in Mount Pleasant cemetery in Seattle, together with Emma and William.

Figure 6.23: Death of Emma’s Mother Samantha Manwaring April 7, 1909, age 87
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Figure 6.24: Kennedy grave site at Mount Pleasant cemetery in the Queen Anne neighborhood of
Seattle. Resting here are William, Emma and her mother Samantha.



Chapter 7

The 1890s - Hutchinson County, SD

7.1 Homesteading
At this point in our story we are jumping to the homesteading world of rural South Dakota. William
and Emma and their extended family were homesteading land here in the 1880s and 1890s.

What is homesteading? Homesteading was a government program to help settle the American West.
Anyone over the age of 21 who was head of a household could make a claim for 160 acres of land.
They had to live on the land for 5 years, dig a well, build a house and cultivate at least 20 acres.
It was a modern program: even single women, formerly enslaved people and immigrants could
participate (but not native Americans unfortunately). After 5 years, if their neighbors confirmed that
they did these things, then they would own the land free and clear. They would be granted a “Land
Patent”. The Bureau of Land Management has a website where anyone can easily look up these
land patents. Later we will see images of William Kennedy’s land patents.

It all sounds romantic, but it was really brutally difficult. Only about half succeeded. There were
many droughts, fires, grasshopper plagues and extreme winters. There were very few trees so lumber
was very expensive. In the beginning most families had to make due with extremely primitive
dwellings called “sod houses”. Or if they had a little hill they could dig into the hill and live in a
“dug out”.

Also, even though the land was “free”, farmers needed to make substantial investments. They had
to buy a special plow to break open the tough prarie soil. And they needed a team of oxen to pull
the plow. Any supplies they needed had to be shipped in by railroad from the east. They had the
land, and they had the sky - everything in between they had to provide. It is a way of life that we
can’t even imagine today.

As we will see in our story, it did get easier when families teamed up. By living on adjacent homesteads
families could share equipment and animals. It also helped with the isolation of living alone on 160
acres. This is what Emma and William did.

Also, Emma’s extended family started early, in 1879. This meant relatively good land in eastern
South Dakota was still available. By 1900 it was much harder to find good land, and people had to
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Figure 7.1: Land ownership in Starr Township, Hutchinson County, 1889. Highlighted in red
is land owned by the extended family of William and Emma. Each square is 160 acres. “1989
Centennial Atlas of Hutchinson County”.
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keep claiming less ideal land further and further west and north. This could be another reason why
William and Emma appear to have been successfull.

Finally, Emma and William were fortunate enough that there first four children were boys and
survived to adulthood. That gave them extra manpower to improve the land.

7.2 Starr Township
Emma and William lived in what was called “Starr” township, in Hutchinson county. A township is
a 6 mile by 6 mile square area. It is further subdivided into 36 smaller squares called “Sections”,
each with an area of 1 mile by 1 mile. Finally, a Section is divided again into 4 squares labeled NE,
SE, SW, NW. So we typically see their location described as “Hutchinson county, Starr township,
Section 31 NE and SE”. Each such quarter section is 160 acres.

In Figure 7.1 we see a beautiful summary of the homestead map in Starr township of Hutchinson
county. We see the sections, and each section divided into 4 quarter. Starr township was at the
northern most edge of Hutchinson county, so the last 6 sections are cut off by the county line.

7.3 The Extended Family of William and Emma in Starr
Township

Now look in section 31 and see “Wm. Kennedy”: yes that is our William Kennedy. By 1889 he
owned two quarters of a section, or 320 acres.

Now see adjacent to him are homesteads owned by the Winsor, Ralston, Clark, and Manwaring
families. They were all related: Samantha Manwaring was Emma’s mother. Her daughters married
Kennedys, Ralstons and Clarks, and the Ralston girls married Winsors. Between them they owned
some or all of sections 31, 30, 29, 20 and 21. We can count about 11 quarter sections belonging to
the extended family.

And on top of that, at the left edge of the map would be section 25 of the next township over and
Samantha’s grand daughter’s husband had 2 quarter sections there. That brings us to a total of 13
quarter sections at 160 acres each, or 2080 acres!

7.4 The 1900 census
Sadly, the 1890 census was lost in a fire in the 1920s. So we’ll jump to the 1900 census instead.
In the spring of 1900 William and Emma were still living on their homestead in Starr Township,
Hutchinson County, so this should be a good enough approximation for the 1890s.
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Table 7.1: 1900 Census for South Dakota, Hutchinson County, Starr Township. Taken June 1,
1900.

Name Relation Age Years Married Occupation

Kennedy, William Head 49 25 Farmer
—, Emma Wife 49 25
—, Alexander Son 23 Farm Laborer
—, Herbert Son 19 Farm Laborer
—, George Son 17 Farm Laborer
—, Susan Son 13 At school
—, Jean Daughter 12 At school
—, Clarence Son 10
—, John Son 8 At school
—, Wallace Son 3

William’s immigration year is still listed as 1873.

William and Emma are living with 8 of their children. Their son William, had already moved out
and was working in Jerauld county South Dakota.

7.5 Emma’s Daughters From Her First Marriage
From her first marriage Emma had two daughters: Rebecca Ann (born 1866) and Caroline (born
1871). Keep in mind that Emma herself was only born in 1850.

Both of them had moved with William and Emma to South Dakota and were living with them in
1880. The older daughter, Rebecca Ann, married around 1882 and had 7 children. By 1900 the
family had moved back to Illinois. Sadly Rebecca would die there in 1908.

As for the younger daughter, Caroline, she had 2 children with Henry Clark in South Dakota: Anna
and Clarance. Sadly, Caroline herself died in 1900.

Below is the 1900 census entry for Caroline’s husband Henry Clark and their 2 small children in
nearby Mitchell. These are the same Anna and Clarance that are listed on the 1910 census as living
with Emma and William in Seattle. Maybe Emma and William watched the two kids while he was
working for the rail road.

Table 7.2: 1900 Census for the husband and children of Emma’s sister Caroline. South Dakota,
Davison County, City of Mitchell. Taken June 2, 1900.

Name Relation Age Years Married Occupation

Clark, Henry Head 38 Widowed Rail Road Laborer
—, Anna Daughter 6
—, Clarance Son 3
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7.6 Death of Emma’s Sister Rebecca (1898)
Emma’s younger sister, Rebecca (not to be confused with Emma’s daughter Rebecca Ann), had
married GeorgeWashington Ralston inMissouri in 1874. They had 14 children, 8 of whom survived.
Tragically, Rebecca died in South Dakota in 1898, leaving behind 8 children between the ages of 4
and 22. Her obituary mentions “consumption”, which was another word for Tuberculosis.

Figure 7.2: Obituary for Emma’s sister, Rebecca Ralston nee Manwaring - The Mitchell Capital,
June 3 1898

At the time of Rebecca’s death her oldest child, age 22 then, was Samantha. In 1900 Samantha
married Ray Martz and the couple took in Samantha’s 7 siblings (the children of Rebecca). Below
is the census entry from 1900, listing husband and wife Ray and Samantha Martz, and all 7 of
Samantha’s younger siblings. These were not Ray’s biological children, so they are listed as “Brother
in law” and “Sister in Law”.
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Table 7.3: 1900 Census for Ray and Samantha Martz and her 7 siblings after their mother Rebecca
died. South Dakota, Davison County, City of Mitchell. Taken June 2, 1900.

Name Relation Age Years Married Occupation

Martz, Ray Head 22 0 Rail Road Laborer
—, Samantha Wife 24 0
Ralston, Emma Sr. in Law 18 Servant
—, George Br. in Law 14 Farm Laborer
—, Olive Sr. in Law 16 Servant
—, Carrie Sr. in Law 15 At School
—, Charles Br. in Law 13 At School
—, Hulda Sr. in Law 12 At School
—, John Br. in Law 10 At School
—, Jesse Br. in Law 5 At School

Ray and Samantha would later move to Seattle, have 3 children of their own, and then go on to
San Francisco. Samantha Martz died in 1940 and rests in Colma.

Samantha’s father, George Washington Ralston, also moved to Seattle, remarried and took in his
youngest child Jesse.

7.7 Emmas’s Niece Downey Bell
Downey Bell was Emma’s Niece, she was the daugther of Emma’s sister Eliza. Downey’s family
homesteaded just to the west of William and Emma, across the county line in Douglas county. They
moved there after the 1880 census, and the 1885 census for Douglas county was lost. So the 1900
census is the first time we have a record of them. She was married to Robert Sawyer. Note that at
age 33 she had already been married for 18 years and her oldest child was 17 years old.

Downey’s maiden name is Glascock, just like Emma’s first husband. This is because Emma and her
sister Eliza married two brothers, James Glascock and Downing Glascock.

Name Relation Age Years Married Occupation

Sawyer, Robert Head 49 18 Farmer
—, Bell Wife 33 18
—, Louisa Daughter 17
—, Roy Son 15 Farm laborer
—, Winnie Daughter 13
—, Edward Son 9
—, Dakota Daughter 6
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William Kennedy
Birth 10/26/1851

Lanarkshire, Scotland, United Kingdom
Death 6/13/1919

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Rebecca Jane Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1855

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 5/25/1898

South Dakota, United States

Henry Clark
Birth about April 1862

Illinois, United States
Death

Robert Allen Sawyer
Birth 10/17/1850

Andes, Andes, Delaware, New York, United States
Death 12/14/1936

Coffee Creek, Fergus, Montana, United States

Caroline "Carrie" Glasscock
Birth about 1871

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death from 1896 to 1900

Downing H Glascock
Birth about 1842

Saverton, Ralls, Missouri, United States
Death 3/10/1867

Washington, Missouri, United States

Samantha Ralston
Birth 2/1/1876

Missouri, United States
Death 2/3/1940

Marin, California, United States

Emma Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1850

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 12/10/1940

Tacoma, Pierce, Washington, United States

Samantha Lee Whaley (Samantha 
Manwaring)

Birth 10/22/1821
Washington, Missouri, United States

Death 4/7/1909
Seattle, King, Washington, United States

James W Glasscock
Birth about 1840

Saverton, Ralls, Missouri, United States
Death

Clarence Wilbur Clark
Birth 6/6/1896

Sheldon, Iroquois, Illinois, United States
Death 11/20/1975

Pierce, Washington, United States

Downey Belle Glascock
Birth 10/14/1867
Union Township, Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 6/2/1936

Lewistown, Fergus, Montana, United States

George Washington Ralston
Birth 7/4/1852

Pennsylvania, United States
Death 11/16/1926

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Mark Raymond Martz
Birth 1/4/1878

Illinois, United States
Death

Ann Eliza Manwaring
Birth 1/5/1846

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 3/13/1880

Atchison, Missouri, United States

Anna Bell Clark
Birth 6/30/1894

Hutchinson, South Dakota, United States
Death 6/23/1964
Nanton, MD of Willow Creek No. 26, Alberta, Canada

Figure 7.3: Family Tree of the homesteaders in the 1900 census. James and Downing Glascock
were brothers, but that is not shown here to keep the tree simple. Blue shows head of household,
Pink shows members of a household. Persons in white are not homesteaders and are shown only to
highlight family relationships.

7.8 Emma’s Mother Samantha
Emma’s mother Samantha seems to have been living in Hutchinson county near her daughters
Emma and Rebecca. In 1898 Rebecca died, and in 1900 Emma moved to Wessington Springs. So
in 1900 Samantha moved to Spearfish, South Dakota (also called the “Queen City”) where two of
her sons lived. Remember that Samantha was born in 1821, so she was already 79 years old at the
time.

Figure 7.4: Samantha has moved to Spearfish - The Queen City Mail, July 7 1900

In 1901 she spent the summer back in Hutchinson county. Several mentions of this appear in the
newspaper. First, in June 1901 the Hutchinson county reports that Samantha has arrived for a visit
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to Mrs. R. A. Sawyer. This is Downey Glascock, daughter of Samantha’s daughter Eliza. Flensburg
was a small town in Douglas county that doesn’t exist anymore.

Figure 7.5: Samantha has arrived for a visit in Flensburg - The Mitchell Capital, June 21 1901

In September 1901 the same paper reports that she is leaving to return to Spearfish. She is accompa-
nied by her granddaughter Martz. This would be Samantha, Rebecca’s daughter. But her husband
was M. R. Martz, so maybe A. E. Martz was a misprint.

Figure 7.6: Samantha has concluded her visit in Flensburg - The Mitchell Capital, September 13
1901

Shortly thereafter the Spearfish paper reported that she has indeed returned from her visit. It is
wonderful how these small town newspapers kept track of people’s coming and going like that.

Figure 7.7: Samantha has returned to Spearfish from her visit - The Queen City Mail, September
18 1901



Chapter 8

The 1880s - Hutchinson County, SD

8.1 The 1880 Census
The 1880 census is a treasure because we can see the original 3 households: The Kennedys, the
Ralstons and the Manwarings all living side by side. The census taker walked house to house, as can
be seen in the dwelling numbers.

Table 8.1: 1880 Federal Census for South Dakota, Hutchinson County, Starr Township. June 11,
1880.

Dwelling Name Relation Age Occupation

124 Ralston, George W. 27 Farmer
—, Rebecca Wife 24 Keeping House
—, Samantha Daughter 4 At Home
—, Sidney Son 1 At Home
Manwaring, Samantha Mother in Law 52 Homesteader
—, John Son 21 Homesteader

125 Manwaring, James 35 Farmer
—, Rosella Daughter 6 At Home
—, Rosa Daughter 6 At Home
—, James Son 4 At Home
—, Rebecca Daughter 6 At Home

126 Kennedy, William 2nd Husband 28 Farmer
—, Emma Wife 30 Keeping House
—, Annie Step Daughter 13 At Home
—, Carrie Step Daughter 9 At Home
—, Alexander Son 5 At Home
—, William Son 7/12 At Home

79
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Rebecca Ann "Annie" Glasscock
Birth about September 1866

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 2/6/1908

Kankakee, Kankakee, Illinois, United States

John Cape Manwaring
Birth 9/6/1858

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 6/11/1911

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

William Kennedy
Birth 10/26/1851

Lanarkshire, Scotland, United Kingdom
Death 6/13/1919

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Samantha Lee Whaley (Samantha 
Manwaring)

Birth 10/22/1821
Washington, Missouri, United States

Death 4/7/1909
Seattle, King, Washington, United States

James W Glasscock

Death

Birth about 1840
Saverton, Ralls, Missouri, United States

Caroline "Carrie" Glasscock
Birth about 1871

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death from 1896 to 1900

Emma Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1850

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 12/10/1940

Tacoma, Pierce, Washington, United States

James Richard Manwaring
Birth 3/10/1842

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 9/1/1929

Spearfish, Lawrence, South Dakota, United States

Rebecca Jane Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1855

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 5/25/1898

South Dakota, United States

George Washington Ralston
Birth 7/4/1852

Pennsylvania, United States
Death 11/16/1926

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Figure 8.1: Family Tree of the homesteaders in the 1880 census. Blue shows head of household,
Pink shows members of a household. Persons in white are not homesteaders and are shown only to
highlight family relationships.

We can see Samantha in 1880 homesteading together with 4 of her children:

• James (born 1842): His wife had died in 1879. He would later remarry and move to Spearfish,
SD.

• Emma (born 1850): Married to William Kennedy
• Rebecca (born 1855): Married to George Ralston.
• John (born 1858): He married in 1892 and moved to Spearfish.

Also of note, Emma’s two daughters from her first marriage are living with her and William. Annie,
whose real name was Rebecca Ann, would later start a family of her own in South Dakota and
then move to Illinois. The other daughter, Carrie, or Caroline, would die in 1900 and William and
Emma would bring her children Anna and Clarance to Seattle with them.
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Figure 8.2: Bottom half of the 1880 Census page showing the Ralston, Manwarring and Kennedy
families living side by side
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8.2 The 1885 Census

In 1885 there was a special Dakota Territory census. It shows us the largest extent of Emma and
William’s extended family in the area. Below is a summary table of the 1885 census. If the dwelling
number is consecutive then we can assume they are neighbors.

Table 8.2: 1885 Census for South Dakota, Hutchinson County, Starr Township.

Dwelling Name Relation Age Occupation

111 Manwaring, James 43 Farmer
—, Rosella Daughter 10 At Home
—, Rosa Daughter 10 At Home
—, James Son 8 At Home
—, Rebecca Daughter 7 At Home

73 Kennedy, William Head 34 Farmer
—, Emma Wife 35 Landlady
—, Carrie Daughter 13
—, Alexander Son 10
—, William Son 6
—, Herbert Son 4
—, George Son 2

74 Ralston, George W. Head 32 Farmer
—, Rebecca Wife 29 Landlady
—, Samantha Daughter 9
—, George Son 5
—, Emma Daughter 3
—, Olive Daughter 2
—, Cara Daughter 4/12
Manwaring, Samantha Mother in Law 63 Landlady

84 Winsor, Clark Head 65 Farmer
—, Frank Son 28 Farmer
—, Leah Daughter in Law 28 Landlady
—, May Grand Daughter 4
—, Clark Grand Son 2

85 Winsor, Sidney A. Head 30 Farmer
—, Ella May Wife 26 Landlady
—, Lora Daughter 8
—, Ruth J. Daughter 3
—, Theodore Son 1
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We see that the Winsors have joined the homesteaders, and Samantha’s son John had already moved
away to Spearfish, SD. Sidney Winsor married Ella May Ralston, the sister of George Ralston. His
father Clark Winsor and his brother Frank Winsor are also homesteaders.

William Kennedy
Birth 10/26/1851

Lanarkshire, Scotland, United Kingdom
Death 6/13/1919

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Frank Valentine Winsor Sr.
Birth 7/3/1857

Missouri, United States
Death 2/22/1927

Outlook, Yakima, Washington, United States

Rebecca Jane Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1855

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 5/25/1898

South Dakota, United States

Nehemiah Ralston
Birth 1828

Pennsylvania, United States
Death 10/5/1898

Mary Ann Hess (Mary A. Ralston)
Birth about 1831

Pennsylvania, United States
Death 9/22/1905

Napa, California, United States

James Richard Manwaring
Birth 3/10/1842

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 9/1/1929

Spearfish, Lawrence, South Dakota, United States

Caroline "Carrie" Glasscock
Birth about 1871

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death from 1896 to 1900

Sidney Armstrong Winsor
Birth June 1856

Missouri, United States
Death 11/5/1925

Stockton, San Joaquin, California, United States

Clark Winsor Jr.
Birth 6/1/1820

Chautauqua, Chautauqua, New York, United States
Death 3/1/1896

Napa, Napa, California, United States

Emma Manwaring
Birth 9/7/1850

Washington, Missouri, United States
Death 12/10/1940

Tacoma, Pierce, Washington, United States

Samantha Lee Whaley (Samantha 
Manwaring)

Birth 10/22/1821
Washington, Missouri, United States

Death 4/7/1909
Seattle, King, Washington, United States

James W Glasscock
Birth about 1840

Saverton, Ralls, Missouri, United States
Death

Ella May Ralston
Birth 6/12/1860

Keystone, Elk, Pennsylvania, United States
Death 3/16/1923

Westport, Grays Harbor, Washington, United States

Leah Brown
Birth 9/23/1856

Wisconsin, United States
Death 2/2/1902

Washington, United States

George Washington Ralston
Birth 7/4/1852

Pennsylvania, United States
Death 11/16/1926

Seattle, King, Washington, United States

Figure 8.3: Family Tree of the homesteaders in the 1885 census. Blue shows head of household,
Pink shows members of a household. Persons in white are not homesteaders and are shown only to
highlight family relationships.
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8.3 Wiliam’s First Land Patent

On January 26, 1887 William Kennedy was officially granted his first 160 acres by the government.
He had followed all the rules and met all the requirements. The government issued a “Land Patent”
which granted him full ownership over the land.

Here is a transcription of the text:

Whereas, There has been deposited in the General Land Office of the United States a
Certificate of the Register of the Land Office at Yankton Dakota Territory, whereby it
appears that, persuan to the Act of Congress approved 20th May, 1862, “To secure
Homesteads to actual Settlers on the Public Domain,” and the acts supplemental
therto, the claim of William Kennedy has been established and duly consummated
in conformity to law, for the south east quarter of section thirty one, in township
one hundred north of range sixty one west of the Fifth Principal Meridian in Dakota
Territory containing one hundred and sixty acres.

This is a traditional homestead grant. William and Emma lived on the land for 5 years, planted
crops, dug a well and built a house.

Also of note, the year is 1887, before South Dakota became a state. That is why they refer to the
“Dakota Territory”.

If you look back at the map of Starr township in Figure 7.1, you see section 31 in the lower left
corner. There are two quarters labelled “Wm Kennedy”. His first land patent was for the “south
east quarter”, so that would be the lower one. Next we will see the land patent for the upper quarter.
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Figure 8.4: William Kennedy’s First Land Patent, issue January 26, 1887
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8.4 Wiliam’s Second Land Patent

On December 13, 1889 William Kennedy was officially granted his second 160 acres by the
government. This one was slightly different, it was based on a different law. It was a “timber grant”,
where the homesteader had to plant a certain number of trees.

Originally the requirement was for 40 acres of trees. But in 1878 that was lowered to 10 acres of
trees, because 40 acres turned out to be too hard. Even so, after 8 years settlers had to prove that
they had 675 trees per acre. At 10 acres, that comes out to 6,750 trees. We can only admire the
hard work and luck it took to keep those trees alive.

Another twist is that a tree claim did not require residency. I think this was a common strategy: A
settler would claim 160 acres for a homestead and live on it, as required. Then they would claim
another 160 acres nearby as a tree claim. They could live on the homestead and work both claims.
If everything went well they would own the homestead after 5 years and the tree claim after 8 years.
Apparently this is what William and Emma did, and the plan worked. The claimed in 1879, and by
1887 they owned 320 acres free and clear.

Here is a transcription:

Whereas there has been deposited in the General Land Office of the United States a
CERTIFICATE of the Land Office at Yankton, Dakota Territory, whereby it appears
that, pursuant to the Acts of Congress approved March 3, 1873, March 13m 1874 and
June 14, 1878, “to encourage the growth of timber on the western plains,” the claim of
William Kennedy has been established and duly consummated in conformity to law for
the North East quarter of Section thirty one in Township one hundred North of Range
sixty one West of the Fifth Principal Merdidian in Dakota Territory, containing one
hundred and sixty acres.
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Figure 8.5: William Kennedy’s Second Land Patent, issue December 13, 1889
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8.5 William’s Entries in the Tract Book

The government kept detailed records of all homestead and tree claims in so called “Tract Books”.
There is a line for each claim. When a claim failed, it was crossed out and the next homstead attempt
was recorded below it.

Below is a picture of the tract book covering William Kennedy’s claims. Both of his claims are in
the same Section, so they are very close to each other, on the same page.

This table summarizes the entries for Section 31:

Table 8.3: Tract book entries for Section 31, Township 100, Range 61, Dakota Territory

Type Part Acres Price Name Date Final Certificate

Tree NE 160 $10 William Kennedy 4/17/1879 #537, 8/28/1887
Home NW 160 $10 Joseph Furber 6/16/1882 Relinquished
Home NW 149.93 $10 Sidney A. Winsor 6/23/1883 #5368, 9/19/1888
Home SE 160 $10 William Kennedy 4/17/1879 #3614, 3/12/1885
Pre.41 SW 149.17 $186.46 Mary E Sawyer 10/29/1883 -

We can see a number of interesting facts:

• William was the first to arrive at this section and made the first claim. He made both of his
claims the same day, April 17, 1879. It wasn’t until 1882 that someone made another claim.
Both of Williams claims succeeded. His are the only entries for the NE and SE quarters. The
homestead (SE) was officially his on March 12, 1885 and the tree claim (NE) was his on August
28, 1887. The certificate numbers in the tract book match the number on the land patents
we saw earlier. The government had a long backlog in issuing land patents. That explains the
delay of the certificate date listed in the tract book and when the final land patent was issued.

• The NW quarter was first claimed in 1882 by Joseph Furber, but the claim failed. The
homestead went back to the government and was claimed by Sidney Winsor in 1883. Sidney
Winsor was a relative of Emma. Their homestead succeeded and they were issued a final
certificate in 1888.

• The SW quarter was actually not a homestead but a direct purchase. This is indicated by
“Pre.41” or “Pre-emption act of 1841”. One could directly buy the land from the government,
for $1.25 per acre. Section 31 was a little narrow because of the county line, so the SW quarter
is only 149.17 acres. At $1.25 per acre this brings the total cost to $186.46. This matches the
amount recorded in the tract book. There is no certificate issued, because there was no need
to prove anything. They owned the land outright. The other 3 quarters were claimed for $10,
and then “proved up” by following the rules of homesteading and tree claims.
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Figure 8.6: Tract Book showing both of William Kennedy’s Claims
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8.6 Samantha’s Entries in the Tract Book

Emma’s mother Samantha was also a homesteader in Hutchinson county. According to the tract
book, she made a tree claim in January 1882. Later, she made a homestead claim in December
1882. The final certificate was issued less than 3 years later, in June 1893. This is faster than the 5
year minimum, so we can assume they decided to pay for the land in cash rather than risk not being
able to prove the homesteading requirements.

By 1883 she had relinquished the tree claim and it went to Theodore Emery. It took them another
10 years to prove up the claim and get the certificate.

Table 8.4: Tract book entries Section 3, Township 99, Range 62

Type Part Acres Price Name Date Final Certificate

Tree NE 161.24 $10 Samantha Manwaring 1/13/1882 Relinquished
Tree NE 161.24 $10 Theodore Emery 7/19/1883 #1735, 6/20/1893

Table 8.5: Tract book entries Section 29 Township 100, Range 61

Type Part Acres Price Name Date Final Certificate

Home NW 160 $10 Samantha Manwaring 12/18/1882 #3945, 11/16/1885

8.7 Comparison to Laura Ingalls Wilder

The story of William and Emma is surprisingly similar to that of Laura Ingalls Wilder of the popular
“Little House on the Prairie” books. All three, Laura’s father, her future husband Almanzo, and
William Kennedy started homesteading in South Dakota in 1879.

Almanzo and William both made two claims for adjacent quarter sections: one claim for a 160 acre
homestead; and another claim for a 160 acre timber claim.

For unknown reasons William had more luck with his claims than Almanzo. William’s trees seemed
to make it, so he was able to prove his tree claim and get the land for free. Almanzo’s tree claim
failed and he had to pay $200 for the land outright. Laura Ingalls Wilder’s book “The first 4 Years”
includes details on their tree claim.

Below is a map of the De Smet area of South Dakota highlighting the homestead and tree claims of
Almanzo Wilder. This is less than 100 miles north of William Kennedy’s homstead!
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Figure 8.7: Map of Homestead and Tree claim by Almanzo Wilder, only about 100 miles north of
William and Emma’s Homestead
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Chapter 9

The 1870s - Belleville, IL and Scotland

9.1 The 1870 Census in the US
Unfortunately we have not been able to find Emma in the 1870 census yet. We only have the entry
of her mother and sister living as neighbors in Union Township Missouri.

Table 9.1: 1870 Census, Union Township, Missouri. Taken July 27, 1870.

Dwelling Name Age Occupation Value of Real Estate

104 Manwaring Samantha 47 Farms $2000
—, Frank 17 Works Farm
—, Rebecka 14
—, John 11

105 Magee, Thomas 28 Farmer -
—, Eliza 28 Keeps Home
—, Leroy 4
—, Downy 3
Manwaring Charles 21 Works Farm

Emma’s father Charles had already passed away in 1860. Emma’s mother Samantha is living alone
with her 3 youngest children. Tragically, her son Frank would die later that year at age 17. Her
youngest children Rebecca and John would move to South Dakota with her. Her older children,
James and Emma had already moved out. The value of the farm is listed as $2000, a substantial
sum.

Next door to Samantha live her daughter Eliza, Emma’s older sister, and her son Charles, Emma’s
older brother. Eliza and Emma had married two brothers: Eliza had married Downing Glascock,
and Emma had married James Glascock. Sadly, both brothers passed away young. So here Eliza is
living with her second husband Thomas. Her daughter Downy was 3 at the time and would later
marry Robert Sawyer and homestead close to William and Emma in South Dakota.

93



94 CHAPTER 9. THE 1870S - BELLEVILLE, IL AND SCOTLAND

We don’t know where Emma lived in 1870. Her husband James Glascock was the oldest son. So
maybe he worked on his father’s farm in Ralls County, Missouri. We know his brother Downing
served in the Missouri Militia during the Civil war. He was discharged, so he did not die in the war
itself. We have not been able to find anything about James serving in the civil war.

9.2 The 1871 Census in Scotland
In 1871 William was 19 years old and working in the mines as an Engine Keepr. He was the oldest
son of Alexander and Susan Kennedy and living in Broxburn.

Table 9.2: Scotland 1871 Census, Broxburn, Uphall, West Lothian

Name Age Relation Occupation

Alexander Kennedy 43 Husband Under ground manager
Susan Neil 42 Wife
William Kennedy 19 Son Engine Keeper
John Kennedy 17 Son Miner
Susan Kennedy 13 Daughter
Elizabeth Kennedy 6 Daughter
Janet Kennedy 4 Daughter

9.3 William’s Parents in Scotland
In multiple census documents William listed his date of arrival in the US as 1873. In the census he
lists his birthplace as Scotland on multiple occasions. In his son Wallace’s WWI draft card it lists
his fathers birth place as Broxburn, Scotland. William’s death certificate states that his father was
Alexander Kennedy and his mother Susan Neil, both from Scotland.

In his mother’s death notice it is mentioned that his father Alexander was a mine manager.

Figure 9.1: Death Notice for William’s Mother Susan, Glasgow Herald, Jan 19, 1900

William’s father died on September 7, 1906 at age 79. His obituary mentions his career as a mine
manager. He was an important man, because the obituary contains his picture. It also mentions
that the stores in town closed for his funeral procession.
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Figure 9.2: Obituary for William’s Father Alexander, Lothian Courier, Sep 14, 1906



96 CHAPTER 9. THE 1870S - BELLEVILLE, IL AND SCOTLAND

According to the probate record the final estate was valued at £1323. According to the internet,
one british pound was about $4.85 in 1906. So the estate in dollars would have been around $6,400.
This is about the amount William paid for his Seatte house in 1908. Of course we don’t know how
much, if anything, of the estate went to William.

Figure 9.3: Probate entry for William’s Father Alexander Kennedy

The obituary lists the residence of William’s parent as “Rosebank Cottage, Station Road”. This
could be the house at address 22 Station Road, which has “Rosebank Cottage” engraved on its
entry way pillars. Below is a streetview image and a zoomed in view of the entry pillars.

Figure 9.4: Streetview image of 22 Station Road, Broxburn
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Figure 9.5: Entry way of 22 Station Road, Broxburn reading “ROSEBANK COTTAGE”

9.4 Farewell Dinner for William: An Important Situation
On July 19, 1873 the local Broxburn newspaper reported on a farewell dinner for William Kennedy.
Seated next to him was Alex. Kennedy, manager (presumably his father). It lists William as working
for Boghall Works, which was a local competitor to the firm where Alexander Kennedy worked.
And a few years later the two companies would merge. We can’t know for sure, but there is a good
chance that this dinner was for our William Kennedy. If he did in fact leave Scotland that summer,
at age 22, then he would arrive in the US in 1873 like he had stated on the census.

The article doesn’t give a reason for his leaving, only this: “on the occasion of his leaving Boghall
Works to fill an important situation in America”.

Will we ever find out what that important situation was? In 1873 he left and in 1875 he would marry
a widow named Emma Glascock in Belleville, IL. But what happened between then?

Below is the full text of the article on the farewell dinner:

SUPPER AND PRESENTATION.—On Friday evening last upwards of thirty friends
of Mr Wiliam Kennedy met in Boghall School for the purpose of entertaining him
to supper on the occasion of his leaving Boghall Works to fill an important situation
in America. The chair was occupied by Mr Peter Mungall, Boghall Store, supported
on the right by the guest and Mr Alex. Kennedy, manager; on the left by Messrs
Jenkins, Uphall, and Hagerty. Mr Robert Heaps discharged the duties of croupier:
After enjoying a substantial supper, the cloth being cleared, the usual loyal toasts were
duly honoured. The Chairman then rose to propose the health of the guest of the
evening, Mr Wm. Kennedy, and in the course of his remarks stated that they were all
sorry at the loss of such an esteemed friend as Mr Kennedy, He is a young man that
indears himself to all around him. I need say almost nothing as I am sure every one
present knows him thoroughly and can bear testimony to him being a young man of
sobriety, energy, and perseverance, and his straight-forward and obliging disposition
has made to him many intimate and dear friends, and we beg to assure him that he
carries with him to his new sphere of labour our best wishes. I am also proud to see so
many of his friends here to night to bid him farewell and to hope that there is a future
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before him of honourable toil where the sterling qualities of his head and heart are sure
to be appreciated. Turning to him he said—It is my sincere wish and that of the whole
company’s that your life will be long and prosperous, and in the name of the employees
of Boghall works and a few friends, allow me to present you with this purse which is
well filled with soveseigns [sic] as a mark of our respect. Mr Kennedy feelingly replied
in appropriate terms and thanked his fellow workmen for the high compliment they
had paid him and also their handsome present which was quite unlooked for on his
part. Afterwards a few songs, &c., were indulged in by the company, dancing followed,
and was kept up with great spirit till an early hour. The meeting was altogether of the
most harmonious nature.

Figure 9.6: Farewell Dinner for William Kennedy, Lothian Courier, Scotland, Jul 19, 1873

9.5 Marriage of William and Emma (1874)
William and Emma were married in West Belleville, Illinois, which is just across the state line from
St. Louis, MO. West Belleville was a separate city from Belleville at the time, they were combined in
1882.
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The date was October 22, 1874.

He was 23 years old, she was 24 years old.

It was her second marriage. So she is listed as Emaline Glascock in the marriage record. She had
been married to James Glascock in 1864. So far I have not been able to find any documents about
his death. From that first marriage she had two daughters: Rebecca Ann (born 1866) and Caroline
(born 1871).

We know Belleville, IL was a major center for mining. By 1874 over 100 shaft mines were in
operation. So it makes sense that William Kennedy, with his background in mining, would come
here.

Figure 9.7: Belleville 1867

9.6 Mariage of William Kennedy’s Parents
For completeness we want to include the record for the marriage of William’s parents. Alexander
Kennedy and Susan Neil married on December 4, 1848 in Bothwell parish, a village outside Glasgow.
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The wedding entry is a little sparse. It only mentions “Both of this parish”. And “3 days”, which
means the wedding plans were announced on 3 Sundays in a row in case anybody wanted to raise
any objections.

Figure 9.8: Marriag entry for Alexander Kennedy and Susan Neil, Dec 4, 1848 (second entry from
bottom), in the church book of Bothwell Parish
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The church where they were presumably married is still standing. It was restored in the late 1800s,
so we don’t know how exactly it looked like in 1848. The tower is from 1833, so that pre-dates the
wedding for sure.

Figure 9.9: Bothwell Parish Church where Alexander Kennedy and Susan Neil were married in
1848

9.7 Birth of William’s Father Alexander Kennedy

We did find a beautiful entry in the Glasgow church books for William’s father. It is from the
christening book of the Glasgow Old Parish Registers.

The entry on the page titled 1827 reads:

Kennedy: William Kennedy, Collier, & Marion Gaul, a law: Son Alexander, bo: 8th
March, Wit: John Kennedy, & Alexander Williamson

The parents of Alexander Kennedy were William Kennedy and Marion Gaul. His father’s job is
listed as Collier, another word for coal miner. The statement “a law:” means the church considered
the birth “lawful”, i.e. the parents were married. “Wit:” stands for Witnesses.
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Figure 9.10: Christening of Alexander Kennedy 1827 (Fourth entry from top) - Glasgow Old Paris
Registers



Chapter 10

The 1860s - Missouri and Scotland

10.1 The 1860 Census in the US

Here is the 1860 census in Missouri. Emma was 10 at the time.

Table 10.1: 1860 census, Union Township, Washington County, Missouri. July 9th, 1860.

Name Age Occupation Value of Real Estate

Manwaring Charles 39 Farmer $600
—, Samantha 38
—, James 19
—, Thomas 17
—, Ann 14
—, Charles 12
—, Emiline 10
—, Frank 8
—, Rebecca 5
—, John 1

The census was taken when Emma’s father Charles Manwaring was still alive. Tragically, he would
die shortly thereafter in December of 1860. His youngest son, William Manwarig would not be
born until January 1861. As far as we know, Emma’s mother would never remarry.
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Figure 10.1: 1860 Census page for Union Township, Missouri listing Emaline (Emma) Manwaring,
10 years old and her family
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10.2 The 1861 Census in Scotland
In 1861 William was 9 years old. His sisters Helen and Marion were still living at home then, by
1871 they had moved out.

We see that William had a baby brother Alexander, but we have no record of his surviving. By the
1871 census he was no longer listed.

Table 10.2: Scotland 1871 Census, Old Monkland, Lanarkshire, Scotland

Name Age Relation Occupation

Alexander Kennedy 33 Husband Coal Mine Overseer
Susan Neil 32 Wife
Helen Kennedy 11 Daughter Scholar
William Kennedy 9 Son Scholar
John Kennedy 7 Son Scholar
Marion Kennedy 5 Daughter
Susan Kennedy 3 Daughter
Alexander Kennedy 1 Son
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Appendix A

Retirement of William’s Father

Here is a very nice article that was published in the Lothian Courier on the occasion of William’s
father’s retirement. He had a long history working for the local mines and rose to manager with 800
workers under him.
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Figure A.1: Alexander Kennedy retires in 1905, Lothian Courier June 9, 1905



Appendix B

Alex M. Kennedy (1875-1938)

Alex Kennedy was the oldest son of William and Emma, and the older brother of Wallace by 22
years. He was married in 1902 to Geraldine Heath of North Dakota. They were married there on
Christmas Day 1902 before the Kennedy family moved to Seattle.

He appears to have been very successful in Seattle. He rose to be manager of the Seattle Ice
Company and a trustee of Seattle Pacific College (now called Seattle Pacific University).

Alex and Geraldine are resting at Mount Pleasant cemetery in Seattle’s Queen Anne neighborhood.
The grave is close to that of his brother Wallace, and just a few rows away from the headstone of his
parents.

Figure B.1: Wedding of Alex and Geraldine, December 25, 1902

I assume Alex and Geraldine met in High School at Wessington Springs Seminary. They are listed
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as graduating in the same class in 1901:

Figure B.2: Wessington Springs Seminary, Graduation 1901 - History of Jerauld County

Figure B.3: An entry in Who’s Who in Washington State, Vol.1 1927
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Figure B.4: One of many advertisments for Seattle Ice Company listing him as manager
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Figure B.5: He served as trustee of Seattle Pacific College from 1924-1934
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(a) October 21, 1931

(b) November 18, 1931

Figure B.6: Car accident in 1931 reported in the Seattle Pacific College Newspaper

Figure B.7: Obituary for Alex Kennedy 1938
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Figure B.8: Grave site of Alex and Geraldine Kennedy at Mount Pleasant cemetery in Seattle

Figure B.9: Amusing anecdote from The Histoy of Jerauld County 1909-1963 about whispering in
school



Appendix C

Public Land Survey System

Township Grid
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Figure C.1: Illustration of the Township, Range and Section grid

Today when you want to receive a visitor you give them your address. But what would you do in
1880 if you lived on a homestead in South Dakota? There are no addresses, not even roads.

This is where the government used the “Township” grid: This was a grid of squares 6 miles by 6
miles in size. The entire American West was covered by this grid, like an XY coordinate system.
The X coordinate was referred to as the “Range”, and the Y coordinate was the “Range”. So if
somebody gave you their Township and Range then you know which square of the grid they live in.
This means you know they are somewhere inside that specific 6 mile by 6 mile area. (Technically,

115



116 APPENDIX C. PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM

for Townships you need to know if they are South or North, and for Ranges you need to know if
they are East or West, but in South Dakota all Townships are North and all Ranges are West so we
will ignore that detail.)

This was not fine-grain enough, they needed to divide it up further. A 6 mile by 6 mile area covers
36 square miles. So they called each 1 mile by 1 mile square a “Section”. The sections are numbered
from 1 to 36. So if someone gives you their Township, Range and Section then you know where
they are to within 1 mile.

The standard homestead claim was for a quarter of a section, which is 160 acres. So each 1 mile by
1 mile section would be divided into 4 homesteads. To identify each quarter of a section they used
the compass directions: NE, SE, SW and NW.

For example, looking at Figure C.1 we see an example of Township 2S, Range 3W, Section 14 NE.
In the upper right is the Township/Range grid. In the center we zoom into the grid of 36 Sections.
And in the lower left we see how a section was divided up into quarters and even finer than that.
The upper right part of section 14 shows a traditional homestead of a quarter section, here Section
14 NE. In the upper left we see a quarter section further subdivided four times, into 40 acres each.
And other subdivisions were also possible.

Coming now back to Emma and William, their homestead was in Township 100, Range 61, Section
31, NE and SE. This tells us already that they were successful enough to claim not just one but two
homesteads.
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